
–  A U G U S T  2 0 2 1  –

As we head into the late summer months we have been closely following the news from our winemaker 
friends around the world. California continues to suffer from extreme fi res destroying whole vintages with 
smoke taint, Bourgogne hail doing terrible vineyard damage in the Macon, others washed away in the 
recent fl oods in Germany. It’s easy to forget that these winegrowers are farmers; most of them don’t have 
thousands of acres at the ready to buffer a loss. At PSWS we focus on smaller producers and vineyards 
that are largely family owned. We are happy to share them with you and hope to foster an appreciation 
for the work that goes into these wines. 

The August line-up includes a rosé from one of our very favorite Austrian winemakers, Heidi Schröck, an 
experimental white Pais from Chile, as well as a limited production Rhone blend from Paso Robles.

I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. If you have any questions, please email me at 
carol@portersquare.wine.

Kind regards,

Carol King
Wine Director, General Manager
Porter Square Wine & Spirits
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THE WINE

Pais Salvaje Blanco Valle del Maule
100% Pais, organically farmed, fermented in stainless steel. Pais is a red 
grape and the wines are typically red, however, this wine was fermented 
off the skins thus retaining none of it’s red color. A unique wine.

TASTING NOTES: A wine of character. Copper yellow in color with fruity 
aromas of green apple and pear. In the mouth it is very juicy and fresh, 
with a long finish.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Serve as an aperitif or with appetizers.

THE PRODUCER

J. Bouchon
The Bouchon history begins with an adventurous young Frenchman’s 
dream almost a century and a half ago. Emile Bouchon left his little 
home of small winegrowers in Arveyres, near Bordeaux to board on a 
ship sailing to Chile in the spring of 1887. He was hired as a winemaker 
adviser and after many years came to own an antique wine cellar in 
Colchagua Valley, turning it into one of the most prominent vineyards of 
the time, a tradition that his children Antonio and Abel would continue.

Upon returning from Bordeaux, France, where he studied oenology, 
Emil’s grandson, Julio, decided to look for a new terroir for pursuing 
the Bouchon project. That was how he fell in love with the granitic soils 
in the interior dry area in Maule Valley, acquiring Mingre state in 1977, 
which had old dry farmed vineyards, a cement tanks cellar and simple 
adobe constructions, some of them from the middle of the XIX century 
Julio’s siblings Juan and María did it a decade later.

Over several generations, the family has invested in making wines in 
South Africa at their wine cellar in Cederberg and, in 2013, the Longavi 
project, a dream which combines valleys and varieties for letting know 
the distinctive part of Chilean wines all over the world. In 2015, this 
latest Bouchon generation struck out on their own and re-launched 
“Las Mercedes”, creating wines that represent their own style under the 
freedom of a separate label.

THE REGION

Valle de Maule, Central Valley, Chile
The largest region in Chile, the Maule Valley is transition from being a 
bulk wine region to a world-class one making wines from international 
varietals largely pioneered by Kendall-Jackson who established a winery 
here in 1990. As part of the Central Valley, it is caught between the 
Andes and the Coastal Mountain and is home to many different soils, 
altitudes, and aspects. It was one of the first Chilean areas planted with 
vineyards by the Spanish. The region is home to some very old Carignan 
vines. Like other Chilean winer regions, all vines are planted on their 
original root stocks as there has never been any phylloxera in Chile.



THE WINE

Heidi Schrock Tour De Rose
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Teroldego, Zweigelt, Shiraz/Syrah, Pinot 
Noir, Petit Verdot, Lagrein, Blaufränkisch. 

TASTING NOTES: Light and dry with lots of strawberry, melon and a hint 
of citrus.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Serve as an aperitif, with shrimp cocktail or 
salads.

THE PRODUCER

Heidi Schröck
Heidi Schröck took over her family winery in 1983, in the historic village 
of Rust situated in the province of Burgenland about 5 miles from the 
Hungarian border. As Heidi explains “South-facing vineyards in a softly 
rolling landscape form an amphitheater around Rust on Lake Neusiedl 
bringing forth some of the best and most tradition-rich wines in Austria. 
Yearly hours of sunshine that lie much higher than the Austrian average 
combined with sandy soils mixed with clay and high calcium content 
provide the ideal prerequisites for impressive, full-bodied wines.”

In 2003 Heidi was awarded “Falstaff Vintner of the Year”, making her 
one of only a handful of women to be obtain this distinction. She 
re-introduced historic varietals such as muscat-lunel and furmint from 
Hungary while continuing to work with more classic Austrian varietals 
such as grauburgunder, weissburgunder, and welschriesling. Heidi is 
the long-time leader of Cercle Ruster Ausbruch, an organization whose 
goal is to bring back Ausbruch, a sweet wine reminiscent of Hungary’s 
Royal Tokaji that had not existed since the phylloxera outbreak in the 
19th century. Ausbruch is harvested from botrytised grapes with a must 
weight between BA and TBA (138 Oechsle) and Heidi’s wine is one of 
Rust’s iconic examples of this noble sweet wine..

THE REGION

Neusiedlersee-Hügelland , Burgenland, Austria
Located outside of Vienna, Neusiedlersee in a star subregion of the 
Burgenland area near the Hungarian border. It is known for the red 
Zweigelt grape as weel as sweet white wines made in the Sauterne style.  
The Neusiedler lake infl uences the climate here. The Lake produces fog 
allowing for the botrytization of the grapes necessary for sweet wine 
production. The lake also tempers hot summers and cold winter air. Soils 
are generally well-draining. Red wines here must contain at least 60% 
Zweigelt which can be blended with other indigenous varietals including 
Grüner Veltliner. 



THE WINE

Counterpoint Red Blend
Grenache, Mourvedre, Counoise, Cinsault aged in stainless steel. 

TASTING NOTES: Pure raspberry, cherry, and plum flavors and rounded 
out by an entire spice box of sweet and savory tones.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Beef stew, lamb, chicken in Marsala sauce.

THE PRODUCER

Grace + Vine
Grace + Vine is an ‘underground’ project based in Sta. Rita Hills. The 
small team of seriously well connected vintners hand select parcels from 
California’s very best (we mean VERY best!) vineyards and vinify them in 
their own style. As a result, they agree not to name their sources whose 
wines sell at more than 3-4 times the price! As with Sine Qua Non, their 
Syrah is sourced from Ballard Canyon AVA.

Their goal is to way, way over-deliver at the price. A “Ferrari Négociant 
at Vauxhall prices”, as our friend at the winery puts it! Needless to say, 
part of their deal with each winery is that they will never disclose their 
sources whose wines generally sell at 3-4 times the price!

Grace + Vine is sold exclusively by allocation through the winery’s 
mailing list in California. It’s never been sold outside of the USA before! 

Production for each cuvée can be as little as 50 cases, and never 
exceeds 200!

THE REGION

Paso Robles, California
Paso Robles is on the southern part of the Central Coast AVA, on 
the north half of San Luis Obispo County. This is home of the Rhone 
Rangers, a group of some of California’s most famous pioneering 
winemakers making Grenache, Syrah, Mourvedre blends in the US. 
Zinfandel and Cabernet Sauvignon are also common here. This is 
cowboy country. While it lacks the tourism factor of Northern California, 
there are many serious wineries across the region.



THE WINE

Anjou Large Soif Blanc
80% Chenin Blanc, 20% Chardonnay, biodynamically grown, wild yeast 
fermented, aged in stainless steel on the lees, unfiltered, unfined. 

TASTING NOTES: Chenin blended with Chardonnay (to add fruit and 
weight), is richly textured yet lively.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: White fish, poultry, vegetarian dishes.

THE PRODUCER

Terra Vita Vinum
This exciting project was born when Didier Richou, one of the two 
brothers who ran the much respected Domaine Richou, decided to retire 
in 2019. Following Didier’s retirement, three winemakers passionate 
about new changes in the world of wines—Bénédicte Petit, Christophe 
Aubineau and Luc Briand – joined with Didier’s younger brother Damien 
Richou to make the most of the winery’s experience and know-how and 
continue moving production along the lines of ecological methods. 
This resulted in a complete transition to biodynamic winemaking in 
2020. Although this new venture has maintained the Richou signature, 
they have adopted a new name and logo to symbolize this change and 
focus on the values behind their work: Terra Vita Vinum. This new style 
of Richou wines has been rated among the very best organic wines 
in France, receiving a star in the Guide Vert 2021 of La Revue du Vin 
de France magazine, adding to the prestige of the Anjou Noir and 
Savennières appellations in the Loire Valley. 

The Domaine Terra Vita Vinum estate is structured around seven 
different terroirs located in the Anjou Noir region of the Loire. Virtually 
all the fermentation and aging process is carried out in stainless steel, 
with native yeast and no external interventions. The resulting wines 
are pure expressions of their terroirs, each with a distinctive profile but 
sharing a splendidly delicious elegance.

THE REGION

Anjou Noir, Loire Valley, France
The Anjou Noir region of the Loire Valley, south of Angers. Unlike the 
Saumur region known as the white Anjou and characterized by its 
limestone soils which correspond to the Parisian basin, the Anjou noir 
with its dark soil is a complex mix of schists, quartz and volcanic rocks 
ideally suited to viticulture.



THE WINE

Yecla Gordo Tinto
70% Monastrell, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, organically grown from old 
vines, fermented in stainless steel, aged in neutral oak then blended.. 

TASTING NOTES: Pure and vivid red, black and blue berry flavors, hints 
of lead pencil shavings, blackberries, black raspberries and a hint of 
blueberries, full-bodied, opulent, stunningly savory, expansively flavored.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Can serve with red meat, pork or poultry.

THE PRODUCER

Compañia de Vinos del Atlantico
A personal wine that pays tribute to Patrick’s father. Produced from 
dry farmed vineyards. Vines are tended in chalk soil at 713 m (2,339 ft) 
elevation. This type of soil and the elevation result in wines that exhibit 
greater freshness with lifted flavors. 

Compañía de Vinos del Atlántico (CVA) was founded in 2002 with 
the purpose of uniting the winemaking heritage of Alberto Orte and 
Patrick Mata’s families. Both of their families have been producing wine, 
independently, throughout Spain since the late 1800s.

CVA currently produces wines in 18 different appellations within the 
Iberian Peninsula. The goal of CVA is to handcraft “elaborar” wines that 
express the identity of the place where they come from. Throughout the 
years, CVA has been searching for great vineyard-sites which produce 
consistently superior wines compared to neighboring vineyards.

Identifying indigenous varieties from old vines in high elevation 
vineyards tended in low yielding balanced soil is our primary compass in 
selecting the raw material we use to handcraft our fine wines

THE REGION

Yecla, Murcia, Spain
Murcia is located in the southeastern region of Spain and Yecla is it’s 
smallest and northernmost region. Jumilla is to the west, Alicante to the 
east. Monastrell is the star grape here (otherwise known as Mourvedre) 
and the style of the wines is typically rich, dark and fruit driven. Some 
international varietals are grown here including Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Merlot and Syrah. There are two unofficial subzones: Campo Arriba is a 
higher elevation to the north and produces wines of distinct character. 
The southern Campo Abajo is better known for bulk. This is where the 
climate changes from coastal Mediterranean to the harsher, hotter inland 
continental climate. Rainfall is scarce and the limestone soils ability to 
retain water helps to mitigate this. Most of the vineyards are at 1300-260 
ft above sea level which also helps to mitigate the climate. 



THE WINE

Yakima Valley Cabernet Sauvignon
84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc, 4% 
Tempranillo, aged 22 months in French and American oak, 62% new. 

TASTING NOTES: Aromas of coffee, dark fruit, and cedar combine with 
flavors of dark berry, currant, charred oak and velvety tannins and a 
lingering finish.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: This is when you want to cook a steak.

THE PRODUCER

Two Mountain Winery
When brothers Matthew and Patrick Rawn set out on this wine venture in 
2000, they hadn’t even given Copeland Vineyard its name. In fact, when 
their family made the decision to add a vineyard and winery to its storied 
farming portfolio, they were merely “the help” (tractor drivers, forklift 
operators, El Ranchito take-out retrievers). Sure enough, their childhood 
“summers on the farm” eventually became “life on the farm” as they 
became increasingly involved with the new and exciting wine project.

Even before they began making wine, they were drawn to the 
experience of it. Their fondest memories were those of family and 
friends accompanied by lively conversation, laughter and an intriguing 
assortment of wine. It soon became evident that they had not so 
much found their calling, but it had found them. One could argue that 
five generations of Yakima Valley farming pulsing through their veins 
predisposed us to dirty fingernails and an inherent love of the land. They 
couldn’t agree more. So, when life and a heavy dose of fate provided 
them the opportunity to make the winery a true test of their brotherly 
love, they jumped at the chance and purchased it from their family in 
2006. What was once Schmidt Orchards, planted by their grandfather, 
Phil Schmidt in 1951, became Copeland Vineyard that they planted with 
their uncle, Ron Schmidt, in 2000.

Fast forward to now, and you will find them living, breathing and 
drinking their work. They offer a versatile collection of estate 
grown wines. Their unique “working facility” exudes a welcoming, 
approachable and educational experience for all wine-lovers. Their 
name, Two Mountain Winery, was inspired by the majestic views of Mt. 
Adams and Mt. Rainier, which are the backdrop of Copeland Vineyard.

THE REGION

Yakima Valley, Washington
Yakima Valley is located within the Columbia Valley AVA in Washington. 
The area grows a large range of varietals and is responsible for 30% of 
the states plantings. Bordeaux blends are one of highlights as are wines 
made from Syrah. 


