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Why do the French call it Rolle when the Italians call it Vermentino? Ask an Italian what 
a Red Moscatel is and he’ll have no idea (it’s Aleatiico ((another grape you’ve never 
heard of))), and what is this Mondeuse? (Hint: It’s not a strange animal.) Such is the story 
of the countless varieties of grapes in the world worth pursuing. And we do that here 
in the wine club. Each of the small estates in July’s wines go back generations, founded 
in passion and respect for the land now stewarded by the youngest of their kin. And 
like June’s wines, we are seeing the IGP (IGT) in action where winemaker are allowed to 
“break the rules” and forge new territory.

I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. If you have any questions, please email me at 
carol@portersquare.wine.

Kind regards,

Carol King
Wine Director, General Manager
Porter Square Wine & Spirits
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THE WINE

Terre Promise Méditérannée Blanc
100% Rolle (French for Vermentino), organically grown on clay-limestone, 
hand-harvested, 24 maceration, fermented in stainless steel.

TASTING NOTES: Delicate floral notes and aromas of pear, ample palate  
that is freshly balanced with a persistent finish.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Fish and shellfish, poultry, appetizers, salads, 
grilled vegetables, cream sauces.

THE PRODUCER

Chateau Henri Bonnaud
Château Henri Bonnaud is located in the town of Tholonet, 6km south-
east of Aix-en-Provence. This is also where we find the majority of 
parcels classified as AOC Palettes. The estate has over 14 hectares of 
this beautiful appellation, which has only 48 in total.

The Palette appellation is one of the most obscure in France with 
many fine wines for aging. Its terroir is made up of limestone scree 
called “Langesse”. The Domaine is nestled in a natural amphitheater, 
protected from the mistral by the hills of Langesse and Grand Cabri, 
and by the Cengle and Sainte-Victoire mountains, with also benefits the 
microclimate. Most of the vines face south that get maximum sunshine. 
Some plots have vines that are over 60 years old. Other parcels 
classified as Côtes de Provence Sainte-Victoire, Côtes de Provence and 
IGP Méditerranée, representing around 10 hectares, which allow them 
to produce pleasurable gourmet wines. It is on the Domaine de Château 
Henri Bonnaud that we find some of the most beautiful views of the 
Sainte Victoire that attract both painters and photographers.

Stéphane Spitzglous, is the 3rd generation, and was born on the Estate. 
Raised by his grandfather, Henri Bonnaud, he accompanied him for 
whole days on the tractor. It was in 1996 that the latter finally accepted 
that his grandson would take over. His grandfather died in 2001 and 
Stéphane baptized his first vintage Chateau Henri Bonnaud.In 2006, In 
2010, He moved to organic farming and in 2011 laid the cornerstone for 
his ‘Chateau’ making his greatest dream come true.

THE REGION

Méditérranée IGP, Provence, France
The Méditérranée IGP covers a large area on the coast of southeast 
France including roughly to Provence and part of the Rhône Valley 
including such AOCs and Chateauneuf-de-Pape and Bandol and the 
island of Corsica. The designation is used largely for the production of 
rosé made outside the stringent AOC rules. Grenache, Syrah, Carignan 
and Cinsault are common varieties, whites are largely produced from 
Rolle (Vermentino), Viognier and Muscat. 



THE WINE

Shiny Rosé
100% Aleatico, organically grown on sand, clay and stone, the skins are in 
contact with the must for a short period, then fermented in stainless steel 
and aged for 5 months.

TASTING NOTES: Very intense and fruity, with cherry and pomegranate 
notes, lively, fresh, sapid with a good persistence.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Appetizers, salads, fatty fish.

THE PRODUCER

Gualdo del Re
Gualdo del Re has been home to four generations of the Rossi Family. 
A wine producing property for over a hundred years, the first bottling 
under the Gualdo del Re label was 1983, when Nico and his wife Teresa 
took over the daily operations. The property has always been farmed 
with respect to nature and in 2011 received official organic certification.

Just 30km south of Bolgheri, sits Gualdo del Re in the small medival 
village of Suvereto. A sub-zone of Val di Cornia, Suvereto was 
established as a separate DOCG in 2011. The vineyards lie at just 300 
feet above sea level, on clay, limestone and sand soil. Similar terroir to 
Bordeaux’s coveted Pomerol appellation, this area of Tuscany has a mild 
climate due to the tempering influence of ocean breezes. Gualdo del Re 
borders Tua Rita, the property that helped to put Suvereto on the map 
with their 100pt RP score for their Redigaffi (100% Merlot).

Showing great vision, in 1998 Nico and Teresa hired consulting 
winemaker Barbara Tamburini. A graduate of University of Pisa Oenology 
School, Barbara studied under her mentor, legendary winemaker Vittorio 
Fiore of Biondi Santi, with whom today she collaborates with on multiple 
projects. Barbara currently oversees the wine cellars at 22 properties 
in Tuscany, Umbria and Trentino and has earned top marks from James 
Suckling and Antonio Galloni. Gualdo del Re still remains a top priority 
and holds a special place in her heart.

The winemaking philosophy at Gualdo del Re is to produce authentic 
wines with respect to nature that blend both traditional and modern 
techniques. The property consists of 45 hectares of vines using the 
guyot and cordon systems, thus keeping yields low at 6,500/hectare. 
The entire annual production averages 10,000 cases/year.

THE REGION

Costa Toscana IGT, Italy
Costa Toscana is a sub-region of teh Toscana IGT in Tuscany. Climate 
along the coast is dramatically different from the inland and the IGT 
allows for the region to differentiate itself. Like most IGTs, the designa-
tion has less stringent production rules and allows for more creativity 
and experimentation. French red varieites are most common—Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah as well as Sauvignon Blanc.



THE WINE

Domaine Jean-Charles Girard-Madoux, 
Mondeuse
100% Mondeuse from 50 year old vines, hand harvested, whole-cluster wild 
yeast fermented, aged in stainless steel, unfiltered.

TASTING NOTES: Spicy palate with high cherry tones, mild tannins and 
firm acidity. 

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Pork, poultry, great with barbecue or burgers.

THE PRODUCER

Producer
The Girard-Madoux family has long owned a vineyard in Chignin, 
southeast of Chambery. Showing an early interest in the family business, 
Jean-Charles Girard-Madoux underwent training to hone his winemaking 
skills. His studies in Beaune, and training at Domaine Patrice Rion in 
Burgundy ignited Jean-Charles’ passion for working the vines and 
vinification. After completing his studies in 2006, Jean-Charles bought 
from his family the vineyard which consisted of 2.5 hectares of vines 
planted by his grandparents. He has since expanded the property to 
over 6.5 hectares, where he grows Jacquère, Mondeuse, Roussanne and 
Gamay.

The vineyard is situated on a south-west facing limestone and clay 
hillside, at the foot of the Savoyarde. The stony soil makes it a terroir of 
predilection for our white and red wines.

Vines are stripped by hand and a green harvesting is done to maximize 
the maturity of grapes. All vineyard work (pruning, debudding and 
trellising,…) is done by hand. Only tillage is done mechanically through 
screefing, in particular to provide greater soil aeration. The harvest is 
manual, with small crates to avoid damaging the grapes. A selective 
sorting is undertaken at the vine.

THE REGION

Savoie, France
The Savoie region is located in the far east of the country bordering 
Switzerland. Here we are in the Alps—the climate is Alpine producing 
mainly bright, crisp white wines mostly from the Jacquère variety. 
Altesse, locally known as Roussette, is also made as well as some 
Roussanne. Chardonnay is increasingly being planted and is largely used 
for sparkling wines. The most widely planted red variety is Mondeuse 
sometimes blended with Gamay and Pinot Noir. Mondeuse is known for 
it’s spicy pepper notes.



THE WINE

Iscia Biancolella
100% Biancolella, the most significant autochthonous vine of the Island 
of Ischia, grapes are de-stemmed and pressed softly, slow fermentation in 
stainless steel at a strictly controlled temperature for about 20 days with a 
long series of bâtonnages with reducing frequency which naturally stabilizes 
the wine.

TASTING NOTES: Elegant and intense bouquet, floral and fruity, palate 
is soft and velvety, moderate acidity, dry and well-structured with a 
persistent finish of bitter almond typical of the grape.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: A natural accompaniment to fish (cooked or 
raw), soups (especially vegetable creams), cold appetizers with sweet-
and-sour sauces.

THE PRODUCER

Cantina Tommasone
Over the years, the winery has recovered many abandoned lands and 
replanted them with grapes. Today, the company vineyards area includes 
10.5 hectares in the municipalities of Lacco Ameno, Forio and Serrara 
Fontana divided into 8 estates. The vineyards’ altitudes ranges from 250 
meters above sea level in Lacco Ameno to 450 metres above sea level 
in Sant’Angelo, in the Municipality of Serrara Fontana. With a density of 
4.500-5.000 per hectare and pruning by the Guyot system, they produce 
70 hectoliters per hectare for the White Wines and 55 hectoliters per 
hectare for the Red Wines. The total production is 100.000 bottles 
per year. The company definitely focuses on indigenous and regional 
varieties of grapes: Forastera, Biancolella, Fiano and Falanghina for the 
white wines, and Piedirosso, Aglianico and Montepulciano for the red 
wines.

Their  viticulture is described as heroic because the vineyards are located 
in small lots of land, and most of the operations in the vineyards are 
carried out manually. The harvest starts in the first decade of September 
and ends in the third decade of October.

THE REGION

Ischia, Campania, Italy
Ischia is an island off the coast of Campania, the largest of the Phlegrean 
islands. Ischia’s wine tradition goes back almost 3000 years and was 
once called Enaria which means ‘land of vines’. It was the second DOC 
in all of Italy and continues to have a reputation for quality wines. The 
best vineyards lie on the steep slopes of Mount Epomeo in the central 
part of the island. Soils are volcanic, island breezes and elevation 
influence the ripening of the grapes. White wines are mostly made from 
the Biancolella grape, reds are Guarnaccia (Cannonau) and Piedirosso.



THE WINE

Huber Zweigelt
100% Zweigelt made from the best physiological ripe grapes; crushed; cold 
maceration for 2 days; fermentation in stainless steel, after fermentation 
maceration for 1 week; pressed; stored for 5 months in 50 % stainless steel 
and 50 % big wooden casks.

TASTING NOTES: Fully ripe sour cherries on the nose; very fruity style; 
compact on the palate; fine tannins; flavors of red berries and prunes 
echoed by minty tones.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Goes very well with any kind of red meat; good 
to Italian food as Pizza and Pasta..

THE PRODUCER

Producer
The Huber family has wine growing roots dating back more than 220 
years. Today the winery in Reichersdorf is in its 10th generation and is 
run by Markus Huber. In 2000 Markus took over four hectares from his 
father which, up to that point, had been farmed to produce the wines 
served in his family restaurant. His outstanding ability to manage the 
winery with sensitivity and consistency, both in the vineyards and the 
cellars, has ensured that in a very short space of time he has established 
Huber wines as an internationally acclaimed leading producer in Austria.

Absolute focus on the strengths of the region and the unique soil 
types that are found there ensure that year on year the wines display 
unmistakable clarity and fruit styles. “Sustainable development, carefully 
controlling the harvest and meticulous pruning are the most natural and 
important prerequisites for successful winemaking.” Markus Huber

THE REGION

Niederösterreich, Austria
Niederösterreich is located in lower Austria bordering Slovakia and 
the Czech Republic. It is Austria’s largest wine region in both size and 
production. The Carnuntum subregion runs east from Vienna to the 
border. Here you find the rolling hills of the Danube. Temperatures are 
moderated by the Neusiedler See which help grapes to ripen. The main 
varietals here are Gruner Veltliner and Riesling but you will also find 
international grapes such as Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. 



THE WINE

‘Black’
100% old vine Garnacha, 70% made by a short maceration on the skins pre-
fermentation, 30% by carbonic maceration, fermentation in stainless steel 
tanks. Maturation on fine lees contact for 3 weeks

TASTING NOTES: Young and lively wine, violet nose, silky smooth on the 
palate with a lingering finish of blackberries .

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: A great picnic wine, pair with sandwiches, cheese 
and charcuterie.

THE PRODUCER

Mont Rubí
Mont Rubí was a dream that became a reality for Peris family in 1984. 
That was when they purchased and began refurbishing their 19th century 
estate in the small town of L’Avellá located in the Alt Penedés region, 
just an hour and a half outside of the Catalan capital of Barcelona.

While Penedès is internationally recognized for making the best 
sparkling wines of the Iberian Peninsula, the goal for Mont Rubí was 
to create still wines from indigenous and oft overlooked varieties of 
unparalleled quality. By marrying tradition with innovation, winemaker 
Josep Queralt has lifted grapes such as the delicate red Sumoll, the 
racy white Xarel·lo and rounded, yet mineral white Parellada to stardom. 
Together with the more common varieties of Garnatxa and Samsó, Mont 
Rubí has continued making truly inspiration wines, indicative of the 
unique terroir of the Alt Penedès, for more than 30 years.

THE REGION

Penedés, Catalonia, Spain
Penedés is the most important region in Catalunya both volumetrically 
and in terms of the diversity of wines made. Located on the coastal 
hills a few miles south of Barcelona where much of the wines are 
consumed. This is the home of Cava, Spain’s flagship sparkling wine. The 
topography here is complex with lots of micro-climates leaving room for 
a lot of different styles. Overall, Penedés has a Mediterranean climate 
with warm summers, mild winters and moderate rainfall. Baix Penedés 
is the warmest and produces full bodied red wines. Alt Penedés is 
comprised of hills at 1600-2600 ft and makes fresh, crisp whites. 

Reds here are made from Garnacha, Cariñena, Monastrell and 
Tempranillo (Ull de Llebre), although the planting of Bordeaux varieties 
is becoming more popular. White wines are made from Macabeo, 
Parellada, Xarel-lo and Chardonnay. 


