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Our April wine selection features some fresh pics from the old world. Pedro Araujo’s 
rich 100% Loureiro is a standout among the mass produced whites from the Vinho 
Verde region. He’s also one of the few independent producers there making his own 
wines. A rare indigenous red blend from the tiny winery/distillery of Laurent Cazottes 
in Southwest France is a great find that will pair with almost anything. And who doesn’t 
love German reds? This Pinot Meunier from Darting will peak your curiosity if you aren’t 
drinking them already.

I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. If you have any questions, please email me at 
carol@portersquare.wine.

Kind regards,

Carol King
Wine Director, General Manager
Porter Square Wine & Spirits
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THE WINE
Quinta Do Ameal, Loureiro Branco
100% Loureiro, organically farmed on granite soils. Hand harvested, 
strict selection of grapes, fermented in stainless steel.

TASTING NOTES: Excellent weight, with a smooth yet slightly crisp and 
fruity palate. Good minerality on the fi nish. 

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Don’t serve this wine too cold as it will mask the 
fl avors. Pair with seafoods, salads, veggies and appetizers.

THE PRODUCER
Quinta Do Ameal
Quinta do Ameal is recognized as one of the Vinho Verde region’s great 
success stories because it’s one of the very few independent growers/
wineries in the region. This small 13 Hectare estate is run by Pedro 
Araujo who inherited the land from his father. Pedro’s father used to sell 
the Ameal grapes to the cooperative in Ponte de Lima, but after seeing 
the potential to grow amazing grapes here, Pedro decided to convert 
organic farming and label the wines under the estate name- Quinta do 
Ameal.

The Ameal vineyards are referred to in the annals of the Refóios do 
Lima convent, which were written some time before 1710. The ancient 
Quinta do Ameal is situated in one of the oldest parishes in Portugal, 
established even before the country itself (1143). Quinta do Ameal 
wine is produced in this sub-region of Lima, where the Loureiro grape 
variety is at its most aromatic and tasty.  Quinta do Ameal boasts a 
rich environmental heritage and, in addition to its vines, it is notable 
for its stunning woodland, which contains oak-trees, walnut-trees and 
centuries-old stone pines, forming an area of outstanding natural beauty 
next to the banks of the river Lima. It is considered to be property with 
exceptional agricultural and ecological potential, as well as an area of 
historical signifi cance. 

THE REGION
Vinho Verde, Minho, Portugal
Vinho Verde is largely know for inexpensive, drink young table whites 
but quality has been greatly improving in recent years. The 80s saw a 
shift in attitudes toward better viticultural practices and winemaking. This 
region is home to Portugal’s Costa Verde, or Green Coast, abutting the 
border of Spain. The area has granite soils and abundant rain. There are 
nine subregions, delineated by climatic differences and varietals. 



THE WINE
Laurent Cazottes ‘Marcotte’
A Braucol and Duras blend, biodynamically farmed, wild yeast 
fermented, unfiltered and unfined.

TASTING NOTES: This fun blend of indigenous varietals is dry and 
medium bodied with bright red fruit and very soft tannins.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: A versatile wine, pair with poultry, pork, stews, 
charcuterie. Would also be great with a burger.

THE PRODUCER
Laurent Cazottes
Located in the Tarn department of France – a 3hr drive south east 
from Bordeaux and about 70km north east from Toulouse – Laurent’s 
tiny distillery produces what might very well be the most magnificent 
expressions of fruits liquor/sweet-wine and eau-de-vie. The adventure 
started in 1967 when Laurent’s father started his one-man traveling 
distiller operation. While his dad had been growing some fruit trees for 
the family’s consumption, he made a living going from one village to the 
other, distilling the fruits small growers and families harvested from their 
garden. 

In 1998 Laurent took over the family business and made some radical 
changes to the operation. He first decided that he would focus on 
distilling his own fruits to produce his own eau-de-vie and liquors. Then, 
to completely be in tune with his personal beliefs, Laurent made a 
radical move, away from what was done by the past generations. Indeed 
he explains that for a (too) long time major chemical firms had a strong 
influence on growers such has his father which led to the use of too 
many chemicals too often. As a result he set his mind to only grow fruits 
biodynamically.

Laurent uses his father’s 11 hl still to make his 4 eaux-de-vies (Prunelart, 
Mauzac Rose, Pear Williams and Greengage) as well as a custom-made 
3 chamber still. Some of the Folle Noire grape brandy is used in the 
making of his liqueurs.

THE REGION
Tarn Department, France
The Tarn department is located in Southwest France in the alluvial 
plains around the Tarn river. The location between the  Atlantic and 
Mediterranean coasts creates a push and pull between winds from 
the west and warm dry winds from the east which reduce the risk of 
diseases. Many vineyards are terraced. Soils are well drained and rich in 
limestone. Red wines are made from Duras and Fer Souvadou as well as 
some Gamay and Syrah. Whites are Mauzac and Sauvignon Blanc.



THE WINE
Darting, Pfalz Pinot Meunier Trocken 
100% Pinot Meunier, sustainably farmed, aged in 10-20% new oak from 
locally sourced and crafted barrels.

TASTING NOTES: Ripe cherry and raspberry flavors yet with a backbone 
of acidity and fresh minerality making this a versatile red for the table.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: A versatile wine, can pair with light and dark 
meats, pasta, and stews.

THE PRODUCER
Darting
Though Darting has a history of grape growing dating to 1780, it was 
not until 1989 that the winery began to sell all of their grapes as wine 
under their own label. The family also maintains a highly regarded vine 
nursery, selling their grafted vines throughout Germany.

Vineyards in the hills around Bad-Dürkheim are prime sites, planted on 
south facing slopes of marl and chalky limestone. Current winemaker 
Helmut Darting is a protégé of famed winemaker Hans-Günter Schwarz, 
having completed his studies with a practicum at Müller-Catoir. You 
can see this influence in the reductive winemaking techniques Helmut 
employees at the winery. He believes firmly in minimal-intervention 
winemaking as he feels that “every time you handle a wine, you diminish 
it.” These practices include fermenting as slow as possible at a cold 
temperature in stainless steel, using only natural yeasts, and avoiding 
the introduction of oxygen in the winemaking process. Red wines are 
fermented on their skins in stainless steel and then transferred to large 
oak casks. The only time the wine is handled after the first racking is to 
finish the wine by bottling. Resulting wines preserve the original grape 
character and showcase the outstanding vineyards they hail from. 

THE REGION
Pfalz, Germany
Pfalz is an important region in terms of both quantity and quality. 
Located on the eastern edge of the Haardt range (an extension of 
France’s Vosges mountains), wines here exhibit a distinct character 
stemming from the various elevations and soils of the region. Soils 
are sedimentary, metamorphic as well as volcanic. The climate is dry 
and sunny attracting many tourists. Here there is a mix of growers, 
cooperatives and top estate vineyards. Riesling is king here with the 
region also producing excellent Weissburguner (Pinot Blanc), Müller 
Thurgau, Kerner and Morio-Muskat.



THE WINE
Rogue Vine ‘Grand Itata Blanco Valle del Itata’
55% Moscatel, 45% Riesling, organically farmed from 100 year old vines, 
hand harvested, basket pressed, wild yeast fermented unfiltered and 
unfined..

TASTING NOTES: Peach, white flowers, lychee, and mandarin orange 
on the nose that lead to a soft but stony mid palate of star fruit and 
coconut flakes. A long, complex finish is heightened by the bright acid 
and mineral qualities.
SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Seafood, poultry, salads.

THE PRODUCER
Rogue Vine
Rogue Vine is a project led by Leo Erazo, who is also the winemaker 
for Altos Las Hormigas in Mendoza, Argentina along with his partner 
Justin Decker. They make wines from two different subregions of the 
Itata Valley. All the vineyards are composed of hillside, dry-farmed bush-
vines that are a minimum of 60 years old, some older than 300. The 
soils are primarily composed of granite with a mix of clay and quartz. 
The winemaking is simple and employs native yeast, old barrels, no 
corrections, and minimal sulfur prior to bottling. Itata Valley’s viticulture 
is primarily practiced through horse plowing and hand farming. Rogue 
Vine’s ethos is to promote the rich history of this long neglected and 
local farming community.. 

THE REGION
Valle de Itata
The Itata Valley is found at the southern end Chile’s wine regions. The 
area runs about 60 miles north to south and only has a small amount 
of land under vine. This is a cool climate region planted mostly to 
Carignan, Muscat de Alexandria and the mission grape, Pais although 
international plantings are on the rise. Soils are alluvial sand and clay 
loam, fertile and well-drained.



THE WINE
Kings Carey Sémillon 
100% Semillon from 20 year old vines, sustainably farmed, whole-cluster, 
wild yeast fermented in stainless steel, aged 5 months on the lees in 
neutral French oak.

TASTING NOTES: Citrus and grapefruit aromas with a slight nuttiness, 
waxy lemon on the palate with green papaya, pear, green apple.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Fatty fish, lobster and crab, poultry.

THE PRODUCER
Kings Carey
You should trust an ex-Mormon winemaker. Here’s why…

James started life as a Mormon. In 2009, having already left the religion, 
James’ brother-in-law brought him to California’s Santa Ynez Valley; 
a move which would kick-start his career path in Santa Barbara Wine 
Country.

Originally assistant winemaker for Santa Barbara County label, 
Dragonette Cellars, James left Dragonette to join Liquid Farm as the 
boutique label’s very first, dedicated winemaker. James transitioned over 
to Liquid Farm at the start of harvest 2013, and continues to make Liquid 
Farm’s variety of wines (now five Chardonnays, a Rosé of Mourvèdre, 
and two Pinot Noirs) in addition to Kings Carey Wines.

James’ work ethic and attention to detail, including his {annoying} 
fastidiousness and penchant for cleanliness in the winery, allow his wines 
to speak for themselves…simply put, they undergo fewer manipulations 
which are often due to necessary fixes or corrections in the winemaking 
process. 

THE REGION
Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara, California
The Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara is one of California’s newest AVAs 
and sits at the east end of the Santa Ynez Valley. The grapes are from the 
Vozelgang Vineyard, which features large day/night temperature swings 
due to morning fog and sunny afternoons.



THE WINE
Velenosi, Lacrima di Morro d’Alba Querciantica
100% Lacrima di Morro, stainless steel fermented.

TASTING NOTES: A unique wine, soft, lightly tannic, hints of almond 
perfectly complementing its very floral bouquet.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Veal, lamb, poultry, charcuterie.

THE PRODUCER
Velenosi
Located just outside of the town of Ascoli Piceno, Velenosi is a dynamic 
estate headed by the charismatic and skilled Angela Velenosi. The 
estate is included in the Rosso Piceno Superiore production subzone, 
a privileged area included in the much larger zone of Rosso Piceno. 
While Rosso Piceno is produced in a rather vast hilly area of the Marche, 
only the very limited zone within the province of Ascoli Piceno, with its 
special microclimate and pedologic conditions that extend over fourteen 
municipalities of this province, is designated Superiore. In addition to 
Rosso Piceno Superiore, which is generally cited smong the top wines in 
the Marche, Velenosi also produces a Bordeaux-style IGT Marche called 
Ludi that is widely considered one of the top Italian wines. The potential 
of this terroir combined with the work of Attilio Pagli at the helm of the 
winemaking has lead Velenosi to be recognized as a leading producer in 
Italy and around the world.

THE REGION
Marche, Italy
Marche is on the east coast of Italy opposite Tuscany. The topography 
is similar to Tuscany with rolling hills spilling from the Apennines to the 
Adriatic instead of the Ligurian sea. Climate is temperate, becoming 
more continental in the north. The Marche was slow to come to quality 
winemaking behind the other central regions of Italy as it is more 
isolated from the major cities. Now this region has some notable wines 
including Verdicchio di Castelli di Jesu, Pecorino and Passerina for 
whites and some excellent Montepulciano and Sangiovese alongside the 
little know Lacrima di Morro.
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The Whites: Our April wine selection features some fresh pics from the old and new 
worlds. Pedro Araujo’s rich 100% Loureiro is a standout among the mass produced 
whites from the Vinho Verde region. He’s also one of the few independent producers 
there making his own wines. Chile’s Rogue Vine makes some beautiful artisinal wines 
including this unusually dry Moscatel/Riesling blend. We’ve also included a new 
Semillon from James Sparks at Kings Carey’s, former winemaker of Liquid Farm.

The Reds: Lacrima di Morro is an obscure gem from the Marche in Italy, expertly 
crafted by Angela Velenosi. A rare indigenous red blend from the tiny winery/distillery 
of Laurent Cazottes in Southwest France is a great find that will pair with almost 
anything. And who doesn’t love German reds? This Pinot Meunier from Darting will 
peak your curiosity if you aren’t drinking them already. 

I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. If you have any questions, please email me at 
carol@portersquare.wine.

Kind regards,

Carol King
Wine Director, General Manager
Porter Square Wine & Spirits
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