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In this month’s grouping you’ll find an unusual Grenache Gris/Macabeu blend from the 
border region between France and Spain with an unusual round palate. Llenca Plana 
from Montsant is a wine I can’t stop drinking lately, a delightful Grenache/Carignan 
blend with arguably the best label in the store. Our February trio closes with the 
extremely rare Ruché from La Miraja. Of the handful of cases available in the US, I got 
the last of it until the next vintage. A delicate and unusual red, I’m delighted to include 
it here.

I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. If you have any questions, please email me at 
carol@portersquare.wine.

Kind regards,

Carol King
Wine Director, General Manager
Porter Square Wine & Spirits
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THE WINE
Domaine Cheysson ‘L’Exception’ Beaujolais Blanc
100% Chardonnay from a precious 1 ha vineyard plot with no oak aging

TASTING NOTES: Juicy with white peach and apricot notes, rounded and 
balanced.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: 
A versatile wine, pair with fi sh, poultry, pasta.

THE PRODUCER
Domaine Cheysson
Nestled in the heart of the village of Chiroubles, Domaine Cheysson has 
been owned by the Cheysson family since 1868. It has exceptional soil, 
which has produced characteristic award-winning wines. The Cheysson 
winery is above all a beautiful family story. In 1868, Émile Cheysson, 
brilliant industrialist, statesman and sociologist, acquired the winery. 
Previously, this property belonged to the Monks of Cluny Abbey. They 
cleared the hills of Chiroubles and founded a priory on the current site 
of the winery and remained present until the French Revolution, when 
the entire winery was sold ... this marked the beginning of a family 
adventure. For more than 150 years, from generation to generation, the 
Cheysson family has continued to modernize the farm and develop wine 
production.

THE REGION
Chiroubles, Beaujolais, France
Chiroubles is regarded as the highest of the Beaujolais crus. Vineyards 
were planted here by the Benedictine monks in the middle ages. Soils 
here are sandy granite. Vineyards climb up the slopes of the hillsides 
as high as 1500 ft. The high altitude also means cooler air. Like the rest 
of Beaujolais, Gamay is the most planted varietal. Chiroubles Gamay is 
light and refreshing in style and is best drunk young. Some Chardonnay 
is also grown.v 



THE WINE
Terra de Falanis, Montsant Llenca Plana
30% Garnacha, 70% Cariñena, fermented in stainless steel, aged 6 
months in a combination of French and American oak.

TASTING NOTES: Rich and plummy with herbs and a little spicy Carignan 
kick.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Poultry, pork, lamb, charcuterie.

THE PRODUCER
Terra de Falanis
Terra de Falanis is a new winemaking project with the vinifi cation 
overseen by Pere Obrador and Miguelàngel Cerdà from the highly 
regarded Anima Negra winery (Mallorca) whose wines have gained both 
national and international acclaim. The concept is to produce great value 
wines based on indigenous varieties with maximum respect for nature 
while showing a balance between current know-how and tradition.

Terra de Falanis (“Land of Falanis”) was the name used by the local 
historian, author, and artist Miquel Barceló in the title of a 1995 book 
to describe the town and people before modern-day Felanitx (a village 
on the east coast of Mallorca and heart of the DO Pla i Llevant) existed 
as such. This fostered a feeling of nostalgic sentimentalism and the 
desire among the accomplished Anima Negra winemakers to promote 
the essence and unguilded simplicity of days gone by. The project is 
the result of the continuous education the winemakers have acquired 
through other initiatives and from the mentorship of other winemakers. 
It is a way to extend the concepts and techniques they have learned in 
other regions and apply them beyond their natural borders (the island of 
Mallorca) for example by discovering the fantastic possibilities of the DO 
Montsant region.

THE REGION
Montsant, Catalunya, Spain
Montsant is a subregion of the Tarragona DO almost completely 
surrounding the region of Priorat. It was given its own DO to honor the 
quality of wines made here. Old vine Garnatxa and Cariñena vineyards 
cover the steep slopes but clock in at much more affordable prices than 
their Priorat cousins. Intense sunshine and cool nights allow the grapes 
to ripen fully and also retain acidity. Average altitude is 1200 ft and rises 
as the Montsant and Montsalt mountains approach. This is an upcoming 
region known for its reds, but a small amount of white Chardonnay, 
Macabeo and Garnacha Blanca are also made as well as a little rosado 
and some fortifi ed.



THE WINE
Chateau Valcombe Epicure Rouge
60% Grenache noir, 25% Carignan, 15% Syrah, organically grown, wild 
yeast fermented in concrete, unfi ned.

TASTING NOTES: Red, blue and black berries, rosemary, sage, soft 
tannins and a little black pepper spice.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Beef, lamb, duck.

THE PRODUCER
Chateau Valcombe
Chateauneuf-du-Pape vigneron Paul Jeune purchased Chateau 
Valcombe in 2000, Chateau Valcombe for it’s old vines and well exposed 
sites. After developing the wines into the beautifully balanced examples 
they are today, Paul sold the estate to Luc and Cendrine Guénard who 
are continuing Paul’s tradition of excellence. The estate is certifi ed 
organic.  There are twenty-eight hectares of vineyards at Chateau 
Valcombe which is situated at an altitude of 1000 feet and in the shadow 
of Mont Ventoux. Four red grape varieties (Syrah, Carignan, Grenache 
and Cinsault) and four white grape varieties (Clairette, Grenache Blanc, 
Roussanne and Bourboulenc) are planted and the average age of the 
vines is 50 years (as of 2011). Certain parcels of Carignan and Grenache 
were planted in 1936 (making them 75 years old as of 2011). The soils 
are essentially limestone and are covered with the famous “galets” of 
that area, large round rocks worn smooth by the movement of the Rhone 
River. Deep in the subsoil of Valcombe one also fi nds the unusual blue-
infl ected clay (“bleu argile”) that helps defi ne the unique characteristics 
of the wines of Valcombe. The harvest here is exclusively by hand with a 
strict sorting occurring in the vineyard.

THE REGION
Ventoux, Rhone Valley, France
Mont Ventoux stands alone from the Alps and dominates the scenery of 
the Ventoux wine appellation. Wine has been made here since the 1st 
century AD. Grenache, Syrah and Mourvedre and grown here as well as 
Cinsault and Carignan. Some white wines are produced from Clairette, 
Bourboulenc and Grenache Blanc with some Roussanne. The high 
altitude means that the wines will generally be lighter and fruit forward. 
The strong sunshine ripens the grapes while the cooler temperatures 
help retain acidity. Signifi cant investments in the region have resulted in 
an overall increase in quality from this region.



THE WINE
La Miraja Ruché
100% Ruché.

TASTING NOTES: Wild berries, black pepper and fl oral notes, soft 
tannins balanced by moderate acidity.

THE PRODUCER
La Miraja
The singular wines of La Miraja have heretofore been impossible to fi nd 
in the United States. The estate is nestled within the original castle of 
Castagnole Monferrato, constructed in the 11th century and retrofi tted 
to serve as a cellar in the 1400s. In this armory-turned-cellar, Eugenio 
Gatti turns out Barbera d’Asti, Grignolino, and his fabled Ruché. A 
seventh-generation viticulturist, Eugenio personally tends to the oldest 
vineyard of Ruché in Castagnole Monferrato, the original birthplace of 
Ruché. It is here that Eugenio Gatti devotes his life’s work to producing 
840 transcendent cases of wine each year. . 

THE REGION
Ruchè di Castagnole Monferrato, Piemonte, Italy
Ruche di Castagnole Monferrato was established as a DOC in 1987 
and promoted to DOCG in 2011. Average altitude for vineyards here 
is 650ft. The origin of the grape is disputed with some claiming origins 
in France and other saying that it is native to Piedmont. The grape has 
been grown here for hundreds of years but, with only 125 acres under 
vines, it is one of Italy’s rarest varietals. All wines here must be at least 
90% Ruché with the remainder made up of Barbera and/or Brachetto. 



THE WINE
Tramin, Südtirol Alto Adige Gewürztraminer
100% Gewürztraminer.

TASTING NOTES: Type.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: 
Type.

THE PRODUCER
Tramin
Located in the heart of Alto Adige in the town of Termeno on the south 
side of the Alps, Tramin comprises of one of the oldest networks of 
farmers forming a winery. Rich in tradition, Tramin’s wines are authentic 
expressions of a unique terroir, supported by a common philosophy of 
hard work, dedication, confi dence and creativity among all participating 
members. Tramin operates on a human scale with a farmer-to-land 
ratio similar to that of a small estate, allowing for delicate hand-
harvesting. The vines here grow in an exquisite, high-walled glacial 
valley that protects them from the northern cold and traps the sun’s 
warmth. Approximately 37 acres of Tramin’s vineyards are currently 
cultivated using organic and biodynamic principles. With 12 Tre 
Bicchieri-award winning wines to date, Tramin also boasts the talent of 
Willi Stürz, named Gambero Rosso’s “Winemaker of the Year” in 2004. 
He joined the winery in 1992 and has been committed to addressing 
its winemaking challenges from the start. A native of Termeno, he is 
deeply tied to its culture and people, which can be seen in his work. A 
professional of uncommon depth and focus, Willi cultivates a balance 
of traditional winemaking with the use of modern technology and deep 
expertise.. 

THE REGION
Termeno, Süditrol, Alto-Adige, Italy
The town of Tramin — the German name for Termeno — is home 
to the aromatic grape, Gewürztraminer. The Traminer grape (as it is 
affectionately called here) is one of the oldest in the world and boasts a 
noble lineage. In fact, recent studies show that it is the ancestor of some 
of the oldest grape varieties such as Cabernet Sauvignon and Riesling, 
and Pinots Blanc, Gris and Noir.  

Termeno lies on the edge of Lake Caldaro in the Alps. The lake helps to 
temper the cold weather. Monte Roen rises above the town with it’s olive 
groves, fi g and lemon trees and cypresses. The region considers itself 
more German than Italian and both languages are spoken here. The 
region has a strong tourist economy with many people coming to hike 
and bike.



THE WINE
Domaine La Toupie, Petit Salto Blanc 
80% Grenache Gris, 20% Macabeu, hand harvested, stainless steel 
fermented.

TASTING NOTES: Peach and fl oral on the nose, mimicked on the palate 
which extends to a mineral, saline fi nish.

SERVING SUGGESTIONS: Great as an aperitif or served with seafood, 
salads, cheeses.

THE PRODUCER
Domaine La Toupie
Le Domaine La Toupie started in 2012 in the South of France, 25 km 
from Perpignan and on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea, in the 
heart of the Catalan country. Coiled at the foot of the Canigou peak 
and in the foothills of the Pyrénées mountains, the vineyards extend for 
9 hectares along the soils of Fenouillèdes, near the village of Maury. 
It is on this soil that Jérôme Collas, agronomist and wine expert, has 
chosen to become a winemaker to fulfi ll his passion for wine. Altitude 
and exposure  are factors that strongly infl uence and defi ne these micro-
terroirs. The average age of the vines is almost 35 years and 5 ha are 
over half a century old. Yields are very low, averaging less than 30hl / ha, 
considering the poor soils of the hillsides, the old age of the vines and 
the regular summer droughts. 

THE REGION
Côtes Catalanes, Languedoc-Roussillon, France
Côtes Catalanes lies in the Pyranees on the border of Spain. It is 
the most important IGP extending from the mountains down to the 
Mediterranean sea. The climate is hot and dry with very little rain. Soils 
are poor. Most of the vineyards are located on the slopes facing the sea 
and therefore have marine infl uences. Grenache, Mourvedre, Cinsault 
and Carignan are most common here. Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon 
are also planted but on the lower sites with more fertile soils. 
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Having found an affordable Chardonnay that I actually like, I couldn’t help but 
introduce it to our club members. From Domain Cheysson in Beaujolais, completely 
unoaked, it is both satisfying and refreshing. You’ll find an unusual Grenache Gris/
Macabeu blend from the border region between France and Spain as well as a lovely 
Gewüztraminer from legendary Alto-Adige producer Tramin located in the town of 
Tramin (where else?).

A wine I can’t stop drinking lately is Llenca Plana from Montsant has probably the best 
label in the store. A GSM blend from Chateau Valcombe is a staple in my house, a 
versatile wine that pairs with almost any dish. Rounding out the reds is the extremely 
rare Ruché from La Miraja. Of the handful of cases available in the US, I got the last of it 
until the next vintage. A delicate and unusual red, I’m delighted to include it here.

I hope you enjoy this month’s selections. If you have any questions, please email me at 
carol@portersquare.wine.

Kind regards,

Carol King
Wine Director, General Manager
Porter Square Wine & Spirits
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